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Hair Removal:
If hair must be removed from the surgical site, 
clippers are the best option. Never use a razor.

Prophylactic Antibiotics:
Antibiotics consistent with national guidelines 
should be administered within 1 hour of incision 
time and discontinued within 24 hours, in most cases.
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Normothermia:
Perioperative maintenance of 
normothermia (96.8–100.4º F) leads 
to improved patient outcomes.

Glucose Control:
Cardiac surgery patients should have controlled 6 a.m. serum 
glucose (≤ 200 mg/dL) on postoperative Day 1 and Day 2.



CATS Decrease CATS Decrease 
Surgical Site InfectionsSurgical Site Infections

C lippers

A ntibiotics

T emperature

S ugar

Hair Removal:
If hair must be removed from the surgical site, 
clippers are the best option. Never use a razor.

Prophylactic Antibiotics:
Antibiotics consistent with national guidelines 
should be administered within 1 hour of incision 
time and discontinued within 24 hours, in most cases.

Normothermia:
Perioperative maintenance of 
normothermia (96.8–100.4º F) leads 
to improved patient outcomes.

Glucose Control:
Cardiac surgery patients should have controlled 6 a.m. serum 
glucose (≤ 200 mg/dL) on postoperative Day 1 and Day 2.

This material was prepared by the Kansas Foundation for Medical Care, Inc. (KFMC), the Medicare Quality Improvement Organization for Kansas, 
under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The 

contents presented do not necessarily refl ect CMS policy. #8SOW-KS-HOSP-08-38


